BOOK REVIEWS

International Law in Principle

Andrew Mitchell and Jennifer Beard, International
Law in Principle, 2009, Thomson Reuters (Profes-
sional), pb $83.

Is there a law subject with more textbooks
than international law? Unlike most law
subjects, there are more than just common
law authors - authors from the entire world
have written on the subject. The choice
ranges from detailed treatises (e.g. Brownlie,
Oppenheim) to sophisticated broad outlines
(e.g. any annual Hague lecture volume) to
simply written student outlines.

Mitchell and Beard have produced a worth-
while contribution to this daunting range of
literature. Their concise book is aimed more
at the student or general reader than the spe-
cialist, but is not oversimplified. As they note,
the book may challenge the lay reader, but it
isaimed at an interdisciplinary audience. As
a well-written summary it is also well worth
aread for experts in international law inter-
ested in a brief refresher.

The book covers the nature and sources
of international law; domestic law interface;
statehood and non-state actors; jurisdiction
and immunities; state responsibility; treaties;
the UN; the use of force; international human
rights law; international criminal law; inter-
national environmental law and the WTO.
Each chapter concludes with practice ques-
tions and tutorial questions, which highlight
the value of the book for students.

The feature that makes the book stand out
is its focus on Australian source material.
There are conspicuous frequent references
to Australian cases, legislation and commen-
tators. This will make the book appealing to
Australian students and anyone interested
in a particularly Australian take on inter-
national law. The book does not give much
coverage of other jurisdictions (e.g. civil law
jurisdictions), but this is justifiable in a text
of this nature. Its Australian focus makes it
accessible to Australian readers and provides
a base for further ventures into the interna-
tional literature.

The upshot: the book is to be recommended
for Australian readers looking for a well-writ-
ten and reliable introduction to international

law. ®
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