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Documentary Evidence:
The Laws of Australia

Roger Brown, Documentary Evidence: The Laws of
Australia (2nd edn), 2013, Thomson Reuters, pb
$139.95

This title addresses the admissibility and
use of documentary evidence and computer-
produced evidence in court proceedings in
Australia. It takes a well ordered approach
to the subject at hand, dealing first with the
varieties of records that may constitute a
“document” and explaining the important
statutory and common law definitions which
come into play in treating the written word,
photographs, films and tapes, public docu-
ments, statutory certificates and others.

Broad concepts such as the evidentiary
effect of documents and the “best evidence”
and hearsay rules are addressed in a man-
ner that gives the reader the “big picture”
(and an historical perspective) with respect
to issues of admissibility, before delving into
the more detailed and specific rules, concepts
and intricacies contained in the contempo-
rary legislation governing admissibility of
documentary evidence.

The text gives balanced attention to both
the Uniform Evidence Acts (which apply in all
Commonwealth Courts as well as through-
out Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania,
the ACT and the Northern Territory) and to
the various other jurisdictions which are yet
toadopt the uniform approach. Where differ-
ences arise between the rules applicable in
criminal and civil proceedings, the reader’s
attention is drawn to the differences.

Because of the important role played by
business records, banking records and other
books of account in litigation, particular

considerationisalso given to these areas. The
book also addresses “computer-produced”
records, and their admissibility in proceed-
ings, again, both under the Uniform Evidence
Acts, and in the remaining jurisdictions.
Throughout the book clear and concise
treatment is given to each subject, and the
use of examples drawn from the common
law point the reader in the direction of a cor-
rect understanding of the statutory rules
being explained where this is necessary. As
is to be expected, there is an extensive use of
important case law, including recent deci-
sions throughout the text, bringing matters
of particular import or potential confusion to

the reader’s attention.
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