Introducing
Practical Law Australia

Deliver
better legal
outcomes
faster.

More than 130,000 lawyers from 8,000 firms and legal departments in
the UK, US, Canada, China and beyond turn to Practical Law for practical
legal knowledge, precedents, current awareness and workflow tools;
and now you can too.
Whether you work in a law firm or an in-house legal department, Practical
Law Australia’s legal know-how resources will help you practise smarter,
operate more efficiently and advise with confidence.
Our expert legal writers understand the pressure to deliver timely and
cost effective legal advice. Which is why our fully maintained practice notes,
precedents, drafting notes and checklists offer clear and concise expertise
with a practical perspective, so that you have more time to focus on the
important things – like delivering premium legal services and offering
greater value to your clients.

legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/practical-law

Thomson Reuters | 1

Practical Law Australia in action
The challenge: Your client or manager has asked for advice on terminating
the employment of an employee with an illness or injury.

Practical Law Australia

Your workﬂow

Refer to your practice note Dismissing an ill and injured
employee: overview for a how-to guide and clear and concise
explanation of the current law and issues that arise in practice.
You are now better equipped to focus your research.

Research primary law
commentary and other sources

Refer to your checklist Dismissing an ill or injured employee key
considerations to ensure you have covered all bases. You are
now ready to target the relevant issues in your advice.

Draft advice

Yes

Base your draft letter for
your employee or client’s employee
using your standard document
Letter to employee seeking medical
opinion regarding ﬁtness to work.
Feel conﬁdent knowing that
your precedent is up-to-date
and has been maintained by
expert legal writers.

Is there an up-to-date
precedent?

Send advice
to client

No

Source or create
precedent

Populate precedent

Refer back to your checklist
Dismissing an ill or injured employee
key considerations to double check
you have addressed all relevant
issues and to add value to the
documents for your client.

Send to partner or peers
for review

Amendments

Send completed advice and
documents to client
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Practical know-how written by expert
legal writers for lawyers
Welcome

Why Practical Law Australia?

As Chair of the Board of Advisors for Practical Law Australia, I am delighted to be a part of
this significant development in Australian legal research. Practical Law is internationally
acclaimed for its practical approach to legal knowledge, and we have applied that same
technique to Australian law, with market leading precedents and fully maintained workflow
tools that will save practitioners valuable time and enable them to advise with confidence.
I am convinced that the availability of technology and content of this kind will continue
the legal research revolution and provide practitioners with a far faster and more accurate
legal research tool.

• Understand the law in practice

The Board of Advisors offers a wealth of experience to Practical Law Australia. We are
from diverse legal backgrounds, ranging from the judiciary, law firms and corporations,
ensuring that our various user groups are all represented on the Board. Our brief is to
actively guide Practical Law Australia’s experienced legal writing team and ensure that
we shape the service to be the very best of its kind. I hope you enjoy the Practical Law
Australia experience as much as I have.

• Get the support and tools you need
to deliver efficient legal advice
• Draft documents quickly from trusted
templates
• Gain access to fully maintained resources
written by our expert team of Australian
legal writers
• View related legislation for free on
Westlaw AU as part of your subscription
• Link out to your Westlaw AU case law
and regulations resources (subject to
subscription)
• Save time and avoid duplicating effort
• Quickly upskill your knowledge in
specialist or unfamiliar areas of law
• Mitigate the risk of working from
out-of-date information

Peter Butler OAM RFD,
Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills
Chair, Practical Law Australia – Board of Advisors

Practice areas

Employment Law

Corporate Transactions

Company Law

This service has been designed to
help you navigate your way through
this complex area of law and offers
practical legal know-how for legal
practitioners, in-house counsel, HR/
IR professionals, and employee and
employer associations. Key topics
include discrimination and harassment,
ill and injured employees, unfair
dismissal and general protections.

This service provides practical
knowledge on carrying out corporate
transactions in accordance with
the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth),
including the appropriate processes
to follow and common legal issues
that may arise. Key topics include
share acquisitions, asset acquisitions,
joint venture arrangements, reductions
of share capital and corporate
group reorganisations.

This service features practical
commentary on company formation,
constitutions, share capital,
shareholders’ agreements, company
meetings, dividends, company officers,
directors’ duties and corporate
governance. Practice notes help you
understand these core requirements
under the Corporations Act 2001
(Cth) and standard documents offer
a basis for completing documentation
efficiently.

“

I had recently started in my current role and needed a deed of release urgently for the
settlement of an employment matter. We didn’t have a good precedent deed so I searched
on Practical Law for one. The Practical Law deed was clear and up-to-date. It saved me
a considerable amount of time and I drafted the deed in no time at all.
Nicky Peacocke, Employment Relations Manager, The Benevolent Society
Practical Law Australia customer

”
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What’s included
Practical Law Australia’s legal know-how resources are created with
the practising lawyer in mind. Our fully maintained resources include:

5

Website > Home
1

Access your Practical Law
international and Westlaw AU
subscriptions at the click of a
button

2

Compare the law across multiple
jurisdictions with Practical Law’s
complimentary country essentials

3

Browse by keyword, practice area,
resource type or jurisdiction

4

Save any practice area or topic
page as a favourite for quick and
easy access

5

Quickly access your recently
viewed documents or search
results

Practice notes
Straightforward how-to guides and clear explanations of current law and practice,
ranging from high-level overviews to detailed analysis for specialists.
Examples include:
• Heads of agreement
• The prohibition of discrimination in employment
• Completing a share transfer form: private acquisitions
Standard documents and clauses
Up-to-date precedents that reflect current law and practice with practical expert
commentary, including detailed drafting and negotiating guidance, opposing positions
and alternative clauses.
Examples include:
• Skeleton board minutes: transactional
• Deed of release for settling an unfair dismissal claim or a discrimination claim
• Entire agreement: standard clause
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Checklists and flowcharts
Website > Practice Note
Quick reference reminders to help make sure you have covered all bases.
Examples include:

1

Save any document or document
note in your personalised folders

2

Change your client ID to keep
track of work done on different
matters

3

The Maintained symbol means
that your resource is fully
up-to-date and reflects
current law and practice

4

View related legislation for free
on Westlaw AU as part of your
subscription

5

Email, print, file or download
your template precedents
with drafting notes in Word
or PDF format

6

Find recommended content
related to a specific resource

• Inherent requirements of the position: checklist
• Federal discrimination: flowchart of a complaint in the Australian Human Rights
Commission
Current awareness
Legal updates and alerts tailored to your area of practice that explain what you need
to know and why. Receive updates via email or view online.
Country Q&As
Review and compare the law across multiple jurisdictions with our complimentary
country essentials.

To request a demo or learn more about Practical Law Australia,
visit legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/practical-law or call us on 1300 304 195
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Practical Law
has people talking…

“

I can’t count the amount of times a week I say ‘Thank God for Practical Law’. I refer to their resources
all day, for precedents and for case updates. Particularly, for example, if I am negotiating a break clause,
where I might use Practical Law to remind myself of the various arguments for including this or that
proviso. I can use Practical Law resources on the hop – looking up cases or recent articles online while
I am talking to the other solicitor or even to a client. Their resources are succinct, relevant and easy to
use. The search facility is fast and user friendly – usually within seconds I have back up for whatever
I am trying to argue.
I also find that other solicitors are using Practical Law more and more, so when I get a lease package
in for example, I instantly recognise if a Practical Law precedent has been used. It makes negotiation
smoother because I know the standard clauses are all going to be reasonable and up to date, which
allows me to focus on the meat of the deal – such as the rent review, the repair obligation. It saves
me a significant amount of time.

”

Samantha Leigh, Partner, Darbys
Practical Law UK customer

“

Practical Law Employment is a first-class
service and an important addition to
the support we receive from our internal
team. In my opinion, they analyse new
developments better than any other
service. The underlying materials (practice
notes, drafting notes, case and legislation
tracker tables etc.) are extremely useful.
The resources really hit the nail on the
head – I think this is due to the quality
of the lawyers behind the service.

I love Practical Law. The quality of the
work product as presented by Practical
Law is absolutely superior. Practical
Law’s editorial work on material I drafted
was really good. It was clear their
attorneys knew their stuff, and were able
to add significant value to my original
contribution. In particular, Practical Law’s
high-quality precedents add a valuable
dimension to our own resources. To me,
their precedents are a real differentiator.

James Davies, Partner, Lewis Silkin
Practical Law UK customer

Alan Berkeley, Partner, K&L Gates LLP
Practical Law US customer

6 | Practical Law Australia

The breadth and quality of resources is
unmatched by any other legal service. The
trainers are expert users and understand
the way in which practitioners would
use their product and can pre-empt
questions.
Paul Andrews, Senior Legal Counsel,
Emirates Telecommunications
Corporation – Etisalat
Practical Law UK customer

”
legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/practical-law

Meet the Practical Law Australia Advisory Board
The Advisory Board advises on the direction of the service and ensures that it stays at the leading edge
of practice. The combined experience of Practical Law Australia’s own expert legal writers and the board
enables us to ensure that our resources are of the highest quality, are of practical use to those working
in the field and reflect state-of-the-art methods of knowledge management.

Peter Butler

The Hon Reginald Barrett

Carolyn Austin

Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills

Retired Judge, NSW Supreme Court
and Court of Appeal

Special Counsel and Precedents
Manager, K&L Gates

Reg Barrett served as a Judge (2001-2015)
and Judge of Appeal (2012-2015) of the
Supreme Court of New South Wales after
practising corporate and securities law for
more than 30 years as a partner of both
Allen Allen & Hemsley and Mallesons
Stephen Jaques, and general counsel
at Westpac Banking Corporation. He is
the general editor of Robson’s Annotated
Corporations Law, a member of the editorial
board of the Company and Securities Law
Journal and part-time mentor to Practical
Law Australia.

Carolyn is Associate Director for Knowledge
and Practice Support, Australia with K&L
Gates. She leads a team of practice support
lawyers and practice support specialists
across Australia. Carolyn has prior
experience with two other global firms:
as a commercial litigation lawyer and
a know-how projects manager in the
know-how innovations team. She is also
a sessional lecturer in the postgraduate
and executive certificate program
in knowledge management at the
University of Technology, Sydney.

Peter has practised as a litigator in
Sydney, Melbourne, London and New
York, and regularly advises Australia’s
largest companies on corporations law
matters, contractual disputes, class actions
and regulatory issues. The former head
of litigation for Freehills, Peter has held
several senior management roles within
the firm including managing partner.
He also spent two years on secondment
to Reuters in London as special counsel
for the board and head of compliance.

Rachel Launders

James Lonie

General Counsel and Company Secretary,
Nine Entertainment Co. Holdings Ltd

Partner, HWL Ebsworth, Sydney

Rachel Launders became General
Counsel and Company Secretary at Nine
Entertainment Co. Holdings Ltd in January
2015, after 14 years as a partner at Gilbert +
Tobin. At Gilbert + Tobin, Rachel’s practice
included a range of corporate transactions
and related commercial work, across a wide
range of industries. Rachel is also a director
of Giant Steps, a not for profit school for
children and young adults with autism and
the ASX listed accommodation provider,
Gateway Lifestyle Group. Rachel enjoys
musical theatre and cabaret.

James is an experienced corporate and
transactional lawyer. He regularly advises
on transactions and regulatory issues
including: mergers and acquisitions; funds
management; equity capital markets;
securities and financial services regulation;
joint ventures; and corporate governance
matters. During his career, he has worked
on a myriad of financial products and
offerings, from fixed interest and debt
instruments through to hybrids, securities,
structured products and derivatives. He was
also previously seconded to ASIC where he
assisted its general counsel.
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To request a demo or learn more
about Practical Law Australia, visit
legal.thomsonreuters.com.au/practical-law
or call us on 1300 304 195
Thomson Reuters
Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent information
for businesses and professionals. We call it ‘intelligent information’ because
we combine industry expertise with innovative technology to deliver critical
information to leading decision makers in the financial and risk, legal, tax and
accounting, intellectual property, and science and media markets, powered
by the world’s most trusted news organisation.
Thomson Reuters Legal Australia is the leading source of intelligent
information for businesses and professionals in the legal industry. We deliver
legal research and practice management solutions and products for lawyers,
barristers, government, courts, corporates, academics and students.
For more information, go to legal.thomsonreuters.com.au

