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Copyright: The Laws
of Australia

Peter Knight, Copyright: The Laws of Australia,
2013, Thomson Reuters, pb $139.95

This book is intended to present basic prin-
ciples of copyright law and to be as useful to
practitioners who are not familiar with the
subject matter as those that are. It is up to
date as at 15 October 2013.

Knight provides a sound understanding of
the elementary components of copyright as
well as where the difficulties lie. In his pref-
ace, he talks about the significant overhaul
that copyright law has seen since 1980, with
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the Copyright Act 1968 having been amended
more than most other Australian legisla-
tion (other than tax of course) which can be
heavily attributed to the pace of technologi-
cal change.

The author is at the same time some-
what critical of the Act, described as “large
and complex”, prone to drafting errors and
inconsistencies as well as being subjected to
“conflicting currents of judicial interpreta-
tion”. He goes to the extent of suggesting that
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some of the most recent decisions reflect a
profound lack of understanding of technol-
ogies affecting businesses.

WhatIliked about the book is that Knight
introduces debate and questions some of the
accepted norms in this area, particularly
where decisions are subject to uncertainty
and need to be explored more in the future.
Specifically, he discusses the decisions of
Burge v Sawbrick ([2007] 232 CLR 336) in the
context of works of artistic craftsmanship

and the Telstra Directories case ([2010] FCA
44) in the context of copyright in databases.
Known for expressing his opinions unre-
servedly, the author also deals with certain
controversial overlaps and inconsistencies
in copyright in this book. For instance, he
flags that there is no clear reason why we
have “dual protection” because of the over-
lap between copyright, design and patent.
While in terms of content the book is good,
in so far as layout goes, perhaps a way in
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which the book could have been improved
would have been to incorporate a different
paragraph numbering system. The current
numbering is understandable, given that the
author has limited choice as the book itselfis
also published as Subtitle 23.1 in Title 23 of
The Laws of Australia Encyclopaedia. However,
given that topics such as copyright law are so
vast, this numbering system which extends
t023.1.10090 may need to be reconsidered.
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