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Commercial and
Residential Tenancies

Anthony Moore (ed), Commercial and Residential
Tenancies: The laws of Australia, 2008, Thomson
Reuters

The publisher describes this text as a useful
reference for all practitioners and students of
law. The widespread employment of tenancy
laws and the user-friendly format of this
work also make it relevant and accessible to
any individual seeking to understand how
the Australian law regulates the relationship
between parties to a lease”.

In view of the breadth of the subject matter
of the work, it can only be an introduction for
lawyers who wish to learn about tenancy law.
Despite this, it is a surprisingly comprehen-
sive study of tenancies. For those in need of a
general reference work, this text will suffice.
However, for practitioners who intend to
practise in commercial tenancy law, the
text is only an overview of the various retail
tenancy statutory regimes in Australia.

The reader is first introduced to the general
principles applicable to landlords and
tenants, before moving into the specific areas
of retail tenancies and residential tenancies
(including rooming houses and caravan
parks). The text also tackles the increasingly
important area of retirement villages (a boom
area in view of the impending retirement of
so many of the “baby boomer” generation).

In Victoria, lawyers can only appear before
the Residential Tenancies List at VCAT in
limited circumstances, and most residential
tenancy leases are drawn up by agents. There-
fore, there is not much scope for lawyers to
getinvolved in assisting clients in residential
tenancy matters. However, the text provides
some useful general information about the
subject matter.
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