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ELECTRONIC
]NFEIHMATIDN
ND THE LAW

Electronic Information
and The Law

Margaret Jackson and Marita Shelly, Electronic
Information and The Law, 2011, Thomson
Reuters (Professional), pb $165.

In an environment where e-commerce and
electronic information sharing is becoming
the norm, it is important for legal profession-
als to understand the landscape governing
the storage, sharing and use of such informa-
tion. The capacity for electronic information
to be instantly disseminated worldwide has
legal implications for those who provide the
information and those who access, collect and
store it.

Electronic information is defined in the
book as information “created, recorded,
transmitted or stored in digital or other intan-
gible format by electronic, magnetic or optical
means”. This book aims to identify the differ-
ent forms of electronic information, discuss
the problems associated with electronic infor-
mation and outline the relevant law.

Electronic information may be gener-
ated by individuals, private organisations
or governments. It may be shared privately
or publicly through social media, websites
or other online forums. Generating, storing,
using and sharing this information is gov-
erned by contract law, copyright law, privacy
law and defamation, among others.

The book considers several contempo-
rary issues regarding the management of
electronic information in Australia. One
issue is the federal government’s proposed
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Personally Controlled Electronic Health
Records system. This system demonstrates
how the effective management of electronic
information is essential to the development of
both government and private initiatives. To
be successful, the e-health system will need
to address issues of consent, information
privacy, security and access. Issues of data
quality, ownership, liability and indemnity
must also be considered.

This book is of interest to inhouse and
private practice legal advisers who are
involved with the management of electronic
information. Privacy lawyers and inhouse
counsel will appreciate the overview of the
relevant legal regimes. This book will also
be a valuable resource to students and infor-
mation technology professionals who are
seeking a general understanding of this
evolving area of law.

Electronic Information and the Law provides
comprehensive coverage of the legal issues
associated with electronic information. It
will assist those interested in informing
themselves or their clients about the evolv-
ing challenges associated with working with

electronic information.
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